V[EMORIES

- BY ANNIE HUSSEY

OF LAVALLYROK

life in the village of Lavallyroe

and of my schiool davs in
Cloonfad over B0 vears ago, Times
were very different then as we all
walked 1o school which was a good
itk and 4 half, In Summer. shoes
were discarded and we went in our
bare feet, Those were the day’s when
we pol Summers with plenty of
sunshine, There were o school buses
of cars then. I remember many vears
later when the first car amvived in the
parish, il was owned by Jolin Fleming
of Derrvhog.

bely first teacher was Miss Mc Hale
and then there was Miss Me Aolilt
who hailed from Cork and when we
annoyed her she would lose her
lemper and say, “The idea of 1 having
o come up from Cork 1o feach the
ignorant of Cloonfad,” Nevertheless
we gl 4 good cducation, In the baby
class we had slajes and slate pencils,
the pencils were made of a sl like
miaterial and we carned them in a
small case. Those were handed oul by
the teacher and collecied again af the
end of the clazs, Apart from the wsual
subpects of English, History,
Creopraphy, and Arithmctic, we had
cookery classes und we made scones,
brow bresd, potatoe cakes, and we
conked Porridge, Bodled Bacon and
Cuabbage, and Irish Sicw, All plain and
nutritious food very much in keeping
wilth the war yesurs. We all wore while
aproens and cuffs made with our own
hands and one of te icachers would
stand by fo see we did things properdy,
We had to doy all thiz cooking again
under the eye of a Domestic Economy
Teacher; & special Day of
Examination. [f was very interesiing,
W also had singing classes, and we
all zang in the clr. Delia Cosgrove,
Lavallyros was our organist m those
dayvz, Bina Mulkiane from Parke and
later Kathleen O Callaghan, {(Mis)
O Regan, Mount Delvin, Scan
O Repans mother, e oflen threatencd
us shed put the key ring inlo our
mouthe (o make us open them, Tnomy
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earky school days we had no Irsh
taught in the school. [t was only
introdaced 1o the cormiculum when |
wiis in ath. or Tth. standerd which
would have been carly 19200z, Civil
Woar time, We ate our lunches in the
school vard, Brown bread and home-
made butter and & bodtle of milk, Each
clazz room had 15 ovwn big freplace.
W all had 1o bring sods of wurf under
our arms b school each day o keep
wirm. We were all called up in our
furny o warm oursclves ai the fire. T
have memories of coming home from
school and crossing into a feld of
lurnips where we pulled one and
banged it on the stonewall @ clean and
skin it and this tusied s swect.
Religion played a big part in our
lives, At lunch time we would go
scross the roud o the old church and
say Uhe Bosary and sing o hymn. The
old schiood teen was on the opposile
side of the present day school. In
every home the Bosary was recited
after tea and we often laughed when
the young kitten would mn across the
floor and jump for the swinging
Buosury beads. [ remember an old man
from Gurteen by the name of Tom
Caszidy and be said the rosary every
Sunday before last Mazs, There were
some seats on the side aiske but more
offten than nod we knelt on the bare
Moor inthe mam aske which had no
seats, We never missed the Oclober
Devotions in Clognfad, The rosary
wins sam] every evening Tor the whaole
month of Ceiober and young and old
went iy it, That was in Fr, Martin
Lofuss tme. The Sacred Hearl
Sodality staried around 1900, The men
wore 4 large medal of the Sacred Hearn
pinned onto the lapel of their cost, on
their Sodality Sunday, The women
wire the medals aitached o a wide
ribhon around their necks and ong
shilling was collecied from cach
member, men and women, OnNce 8
micnith, A procession m honour of S0
FPatrick was held every 17th. of March.
The people carnicd banners and wore &
green sash around their shoulders. The

Fife amd Flufc Band played the
Mational Airs, My brother Paddy
pliyed m this band. The choir sang
hymns in honowr of S0 Patrick. Apart
Frosem that there was the annual
procession of the Blessed Sacrament
and Benediction ai the Barracks and
again alter returming to the church. On
one oocasion Benediction was held in
the Mower parden afl the gable of the
priesis’ house. [ stll have the picture
of Owen M Cormack and my brother
Paddy, Peg and myself kneeling in the
pgarden and singing the benediction.
Wie hoaad erecied the aliar ag the gable of
the pricsis house,

I went toschool unil 1 was 14,
Miss Me Auliffe had retired and we
had Momeca Fahey, (Mrs. Flood)
Lavallyroe wiho became principal. She
faught us Irizh dancing and we
coompeicd in a feish held in the
Convent ground in Ballyhaunis and
we win a medal. My pals going to
school were Mellic Fleming,
Lavallyroe, Dela Waldron, Momne
Mulkcane, Pardke, Mary Connaughion
and Sally Walshe, Ballykilleen, Thse
girls emigraied o the LS A, and Sally
cpfercd the convent. My other pal
Maggie Mc Walter marmed Cribben of
Johnstown, Nora Glannon of Fidduane
married in her own village, Mo
Mulkcane marmed Murphy in
Cilenamiaddy.

A time went onowe all belped on
the farm, haymaking, harvesting,
picking potatoes, and saving turf, We
hed owr social side of life ton, Char
howse was a great house for visilors o
might, My two brothers Tom ansd
Paddy were preat musicians. The
dances were called the half se1, the
Shot Tisha, S1ack of Barley, the High
Called Cap, the Fairy Recl and onc
called Paddy Muorphy and the Bndge
of Adhilone, All those dances were
viry popular m those days, There were
other good musicians in the village
o, Joe Waldron, Avstin Godirey,
Fose Jovee, Luke Jovee, Mary Kate
Fleming, my brother Mick CGlynn did a
hil on the accondian and my mother

=

Cloonfad

23

1993



played the Concerting, Many good
sessions of music and dance were held
in those peoples houzes oo, Card
plaving was another pass time, thers
Was e going o pubs in those days,
Later on in life Ganmwons Hall was
opened in Cloonfad and we had pood
innocent fun a whiole bunch ol us
witlking for and Tromm the Hall, Apant
[rom aovything we worked hard, pwice
a day waler had to be brought from the
well and we often walked on inp of the
fence or ditch s we couldn't iramplc
on mesdows, Waler for domestic use
was brought ina barrel, Big pots of
potatoes were boiled on the open fire
mavhbe iwo and three in the day for
prs and bonhames somee slavery ) and
the hens, about B, cvery housckeeper
kept around that. The basket of egps
wig taken out 1o Uk egeler, o Mr.
By from Ballyhauniz, The money
[ronn the epes would pay for all the
provenies for the week and sometimes
wiz had change back. Two or three
milking cows were kepl in neardy
every Tirm and some dry siock. The
milk supplicd the Family and some of
it wis sctin hasing (o chum after o few
days and we would have our own
Butier For the week, Sheep wens kept
on the farm loo, Lambs were sold oul
in the Summer, 3heep wore shorm and
some of the wonol was sold. The
winmam of the howse carded and spun
what wis beft amd knitted socks for her
husband and sons in the howse, A pig
or bwo was killed waihin the year and
cured and packed in Bacon boxes,
Ciood solid Bacon but a bit salty, Fresh
mieal was only bought on Teesday,
marked day in Ballyhaonis as was bags
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All the Cousins gathered at Glynn's. The Morans, The Moran (Billy's),

of =lueff for feeding suech as Indian
Meal, bag Bran, Linsced, Clarindo,
amd a bag of Flowr, When the bags
wierg finished they were washod o
take the hrands owi. [t was hard, they
wiere first soaked in Washing Soda,
scrubbed on the wash board and bath
el Bimally boabed, Thaose bags macde
lovely sheets and pillow cazes, |
remember e Lime kiln my brodher
Mick had. He had 1o break the Lime
stones with a sledge hammer into
small picces and a layer of those were
pui inte the Biln and a layer of furf.
That was repeated unil ihe Kiln was
filled wp, He woould have o stay up all
night while il was buming to kecp
pdding turl =0 it wouldn't go out. We
wiiild have that Tovely lime (o while
witsh the kilchen, the house outside
wnd wealls of Ui budlding. That Eiln of
Timiz lasted for o long tme. There wis
ney e weasted o deose doys
eviryhody worked hord and ot dudnt
dey any Uning oo thesr, Inomy falers
vounger days ey kepl o proest o e
howse. Fr. John 8o Greal, | heard his
name mentioaned soooften [ oould never
forget. He kept a horse and my Aund
Mary swould feed the horze and brush
Tuim afown before Fro John sel oul o
say Mazz in Cloonfad and visil ihe
sigck, He was 8 years in our howese and
ithe nexi priest that replaced him
styed in Pal Dwaorers, o there was oo
pricsts house i Cloonlud i those
YUARS.

Theere was an odd Trivveller on the
road semetimes refermed o as framps,
bt they were hammless. Whalever
Towze they called on, they always goi
something 1o eal People were

Katie Dnwyers daughter and Mora MoManus.,

menerous cven though poor ey
always had something o give, A very
1all man came Fairly regularcly o e
village, we called him Jim. He abyvays
picked every bit of paper along the
rosad and carricd it in his bag on his
back, (Hence he got his name)

| think of those days and years with
fond memonies, 1 loved my village, we
were i happy lod, we played many
parmes and engoved ourselves, Many
clerpy came from the families m
Lavallyvroe: Bishop O Fegxan, Fr.
Haosty, Cannom O Dwyer, Chean
Dralton., and Cardinal Delton’s ather
waz bom in Lavallyroc and all the Fr,
Lofius’s, they tell me seven in all, My
cousin i Dublin haz a pactore of cne
of them and then in later years Fr, Des
Faleey, Fr. Frank Fahey, Fr. Brendan
Fadvey, and Fr. Kieran and Fr. Flood
amnd Motheer Monica Fahey,

[ go back lome as often as [ can,
Things have chasged, 5o many have
pone away and 50 many gong o their
rest. While T have links there I'1
ilwinys have mature Toa e village 1
wits bom and reamed e

Thomas Moore Lavallyroe 'i':'i'lh Feg
Glynn (lett) and Mary Glynn.

Michael Malloy, Guran
Malloy's father}.
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