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Ray Wickam Lecture
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@ Raheny Library
The Shoemaker's Daughters, 1867-1972

or, How I found my Great-Grand-Aunt Eliza
This is the story of the family of my great-grandfather, Christopher Burgess, master bootmaker of James's Street in the City of Dublin. 

As the lives of his daughters spanned a full century, and one which saw huge changes in the city, I thought this would be a good way of introducing most of what I know of my family history on my mother's side.

I am not an expert in this area and have only been chasing my origins for the last few years, but it has been an exciting journey and has sparked my interest not only in the characters involved but also in the background against which they lived. 

So I am proposing to share some highlights from their lives, and explore a few of the sources which have given some insight into these lives and  sometimes thrown up unexpected, and not always welcome, facts.

I made some rash promises relating to this talk on a poster:

The talk explores the fortunes and misfortunes of a shoemaker's family from Dublin's James's Street from the middle of the nineteenth to the middle of the twentieth century. 

Characters include a commercial traveller whose promotion to in-house may have led to an untimely and watery death; a City Councillor and undertaker whose republican sympathies were in tune with the Council of his day; Bono's parents to whom the speaker is not related; a lady occupant of 30 years in St. Ita's, Portrane; a shotgun wedding; a disinherited veteran of WWI; and a Guinness cooper who, in marrying three times, gave a priest four grannies. 

There is also some local Raheny/Killester/Howth colour. 
So I'll make sure to cover these issues at least.
I first gave the talk in March 2012 in Pearse Street and this is essentially the same framework.

 However I think I have a little more time here tonight so I have re-inserted some items I had to cout out of the earlier talk. 

I have also learned a lot more about some of the items, even in the last 12 months. I have taken a deeper interest in Gordon Brewster (Howth, Sutton, Kilbarrack) and have finally pinned down the identity of the family member who drowned in India in 1892. 

And I am stressing some local aspects which I glossed over in town.
The presentation itself and a wad of background documentation is up on my website, along with  other aspects of my family history which may be of interest. 
This link will take you to a web page from which you can access all the relevant material: 
http://photopol.com/dca6_raheny/ .
Pól Ó Duibhir
