	
	Observations à faire
	Image
	

	
	· 
	DMYC logo
	

	
	· 
	Corsican Defence
	

	
	· 
	Cap Mortella
	

	
	· The Title
· The tower at Punta Mortalla in Corsica inspired those of Dublin

· Napoleon was born in Corsica

· Therefore, in the battle between Napoléon and the martello towers, regardless of who won, Corsica won, or, of course, Corsica lost, but we won't mention that.


	
	

	
	· The purpose of this presentation is to show you the restoration of Tower No. 7 in Killiney, but in its proper context.

· I am, therefore, starting with a little more general history, in particular that of the defence of Killiney Bay in the Napoleonic era.

· The presentation is in two parts: (i) the defence of the bay, and (kk) th history of restoration of Tower No. 7
	Restoration
	

	
	· To the matter in hand
· In the 1970s I was chasing up the history of the area where I then livd – Ballybrack and Killiney Bay.
	Photo of Bay
	

	
	· I found a reference in the Hayes catalogue in the National Library to a document entitled “Reconoisse militaire de la Bay de Killeeny” written by a Major La Chaussé in 1797. The document itself was in the British Museum.

· Reading the document, I thought I had come across the report of a French spy who was seeking out the gaps and weaknesses in the Bay's defences in order to facilitate an invasion by the French fleet.

· And what a spy. He know everything. The lie of the land, the occupants of the houses etc.

· I thought I'd become famous on the spot.

· The major's orders were reproduced at the end of the document and unfortunately they turned out to be in English.

· The report had been prepared, therefore, as part of the defence of the Bay rather than for its attack.


	Reconoisse Title
	

	
	· Since 1793 the British authorities feared a seaborne attack. They identified Dublin as one of the likely locations, and in Dublin, Killiney Bay.

· Since 1795 the single defence of the Bay had been the military camp at Loughlinstown (about 4,000 troops). The camp was also intended to protect the city itself against the indigenous revolutionaries of the time, the United Irishment.

· The camp was closed in 1799 (another story)

· But in 1797 it was there and was integral to La Chaussée's plan

	Ferrar Camp
	

	
	· Lord Carhampton, the Commander of th British forces (1796-1798), was worried about a seaborne invasion and it was he who ordered the survey of the Bay.

· His fear was not exaggerated.

· In 1796 a fleet of 45 ships with 15,000 troops had left Brest, in France, for Bantry Bay.

· And later in 1798, General Humbert and 1,000 troops arrived in Killala.
	Carhampton
	

	
	· 
	Mr. X
	

	
	· Avant d'éxaminer son rapport pensons à Major La Chaussée, c'était qui, cet homme mysterieux.

· Un royaliste qui a quitté la France après la Revolution 1789
· en la période entre la révolution francaise et la restauration de la monarchie en 1814, il travaillait pour le britanniques.
· Mais quoi de sa carrière militaire en France? Avant et après?.

· Before we look at his report, let's check out Major La Chaussée. Who was he, this mysterious man.
	
	

	
	· Major LE COMTE de la Chaussée
	Bantry cover
	

	
	· The most likely candidate is:

· Charles de la Chaussée, born 28 July 1753
· Aged 16 he entered the Grand Écurie as a page to the King (you had to prove your family's nobility since 1550)

· After that he went into the French army.

· In 1793, as the post revolutionary period was hotting up, he left France

· In 1797 he was in Ireland (two surveys Killiney & Cork)

· Then back to London

· In 1804 he was an intermediary between the British government and the Royalist French émigrés who were attempting to restore the monarchy in France.
	LaChaussée Crest
	

	
	· In the course of this work La Chaussée corresponded with Philippe d'Auvergne in Jersey (Channel Islands)
	Philippe d'Auvergne
	

	
	· Philippe was tasked by the British government with (i) defending the Channel Islands againse the Frenh, (ii) maintaining a spy network within France, (iii) looking after and financing the Royalist émigrés in Jersey.
	Mont Orgeuil
	

	
	· La Chaussée corresponded with  Georges Cadoudal, le chef des Chouans.
	Georges Cadoudal
	

	
	· In 1804 La Chaussée passed on British government funding to another intermediary to finance the attempt on Napoleon's life by Picot and Leebourgeois. This failed. The two potential assassins were captured and executed. Georges Cadoudal was also rounded up and executed. .
	
	

	
	· After 1814 he resumeed his military career in France
· In 1815 he was made chevalier in the Royal and Military Order of St. Louis

· In 1816 he retired with the rank of Captain (retrospective to 1791)
	
	

	
	· So, in surveying Killiney and Bantry, in financing attempts to assassinate Napoleon and subsequently being honoured by the restored monarchy, he turns out to have been an important guy in French, English and Irish history.
	
	

	
	· 
	Report II
	

	
	· So back to his Report.

· Both his orders and his responses were precise.

· Example: 

· #2. Where to draw them [encamped troops] up for the purpose of attacking an enemy attempting to debark.
· “Les trois points principaux où il est le plus probable que l'Ennemi tentera de mettre à terre, sont ceux où La Falaise baissent tout-à-fait. Etc.” 
	Order #2
	

	
	· Even though La Chaisséee did give precise answers to individual orders, he nevertheless preferred to draw up a synthetic overall view of the Bay which would deal with it in its entirety.
	[more text ?]
	

	
	· So here is the curve of the Bay?
	Photo of Bay
	

	
	· But one observation which I found interesting but completely unexpected:
· “Cette baye offre d'ailleurs un avantage de défense qui lui est particulier, c'est qu'étant presque en ligne droite, Ell ôte à l'ennemi la facilité d'agir du Centre à la Circonférence; ainsi les troupes qu'on Fera marcher à sa rencontre n'auront presque jamais à parcourir plus De chemin que lui Même.”
	Straight Bay text
	

	
	· And so: the curve of the Dublin Bay, from Howth to Dalkey; but Killiney Bay is almost a straight line.. 
	Map Dublin Bay
	

	
	· Let's follow the advicee of La Chaussée himself:
· [de jeter] un coup d'oeil sur le plan, on fera connaître les emplacements bien plus clairement que tout ce que j'aurais pû en dire
· A picture is worth a thousand words.
	See map (text)
	

	
	· La Chaussée's first map which illustrates the generality of his report.

· It took me 30 years to find it.
	Map
	

	
	· Details: the coastline is quite in order but the interior less so. 
	Map detail
	

	
	· La deuxième carte, celle qui nous interesse le plus

· Positions précises des défenses côtières

· Les défenses primaires tirent sur les bateaux et sont egalement placée pour maintenir le chevauchement de la portée de tir.

· Les défenses secondaires, celles d'enfilade – pour tirer, non seulement sur les bateaux, mais sur l'ennemi sur la plage

· The second map is the one which interests us the most.

· Precise positions for the coastal defences.

· The primary defences would fire on the ships and are positioned so as to maintain continuity/overlap of fire.

· The secondary defences, known as enfilade, while capable of firing at the ships, had as their main target the enemy on the beach, if he got that far.
	2nd LC map
	

	
	· 
	Google Map
(La Chaussée 

& Towers)
	

	
	· Google interactive map: 

· Coastal weaknessees + Camp + 200ft contour

· Primary emplacements: cannons to  fire on ships

· Overlapping fire
· Secondary enfilade emplacements: to fire on troops landing or on the beaches.

· --------------------------------------------------------------

· Superimpose positions of 1804-5 on those of La Chaussée 1797
· Towers and battries placed in all La Chaussé positions

· Exceptions: additions
· Nr.1 (reinforce defence along Bray strand)

· Nr.8 (reinforce the deepest part of the Bay)

· Nr.9 (continuity for full Dublin Bay network)

· NB: 3 & 5 & 7 (La Chaussée's enfilades)
· 3 remarks:
· Field of fire + Nr.4 (gap)
· Nr.5, dismantled by 1810/12 because of cliff erosion, not critical
· Nr.7 covers Kings Highway

· Map is on my internet page: eg Nr.1 >> (overlays; info-window; info-boxes with image link).
	
	

	
	· Function of No.7 according to Colonel Fisher
	Ms Report
	

	
	· A little divarsion for today's residents. 
	
	

	
	· Within range - Bono
	Bono
	

	
	· Within range – The Edge
	Edge
	

	
	· Within range - Enya
	Enya
	

	
	· Within ranger –Ruth Adler (Australia) + Greece+Turkey

· Zagorianou-Prifti Constantina (Greece)
· Necip Egüz (Turkey)
	Ruth
	

	
	· Field of fir
	Map (range)
	

	
	· A tour of the towers

· Tour of th emplacements 1 – 9 as they were or are today 
	Map/tower combos
	

	
	·  Colonel Benjamin Fisher
	Signature
	

	
	· 28 Emplacements (26 + 2) from Bray to Balbriggan

· built in 18 months

· local labour & materials
	
	

	
	· Priority given to construction over bureaucracy
· These papers should have been earlier transmitted, but from the constant pressure of business, and the wont of regular assistance, it was not practicable.
	Busy
	

	
	· Fisher began his military career in the West Indies

· An engineer but also accomplished artist. Watercolour of West Indies 

· Honorary exhibitor at Royal Academy of the Arts, London
	Dominica
	

	
	· And then in Canada in Québec [1785-96]
	Mont Réal
	

	
	· Commandant of the Royal Engineers in Jersey 1798 [1796-1800]
	La Rocque
	

	
	· His arrival in Dublin in [1800] 

· Afer Dublin [c.1812] retired in Portsmouth

· Suicide in a toilet in  1814
	
	

	
	· INTERVAL – check out model of the restored tower
	
	

	
	· 
	Tower No.7
	

	
	· From here on the presntation will be more or less limitd to Tower Nr.7
	
	

	
	· 1831 plan of Nr.7, but it was like this at the very beginning

· construction plans for the Martellos have disappeared

· this one is to scale (important for variety of reasons)
	Tower plan 1831
	

	
	· This tower is situated on Killiney Hill Road between Ballybrack & Killiney village; near Killiney Avenue

· The OS 1900 map is very useful – large scale & shows houses

· Every military area is defined by markers (usually granite boundary stones)
	OS 25”
	

	
	·  = 6
	OS 25” + markers
	

	
	· This military plan is precis. This is important if using to measure eg cliff erosion 
	OS 25” + plan
	

	
	· A very useful painting by Du Noyer = 1866 >

· tower is armed & related to

· steep slope of ground

· houses there at the time 

· The tower was intrmittently armed and upgrade up to 1870s
· Rearmament of the 1850s provoked by Crimean war against Russia (1854-56) !!

· Memo: 1866 was year Ballybrack & Killiny township set up
	Du Noyer detail
	

	
	· 1810 by contrast – very few houses 
	Killiney 1810
	

	
	· 
	T: Remnants
	

	
	· A little  digression

· In addition to what we have already seen, what remains today of all this military activity

· It's important to keep your eyes open. If you are intersted in history then you'll notice many things around you.
	
	

	
	· 3 photos
· All military areas have their markers

· Military road

· access to beach

· Nr.6 tower & access
	Map Mil Rd + Nr.6
	

	
	· Detail: access to beah
	Map detail
	

	
	· Boundary market  Nr.15 (noticed by Niall) 
	Mkr 15
	

	
	· 3 photos
· Note the rail – for wheel when cannon pivots
· Note the stone I have highlighted
	Canon base (No.7)
	

	
	· Battery Nr.8 was demolished with the arrival of the railway (1854). Rail company obliged to build underground passage to maintain access to beach
	Underpass
	

	
	· See this part of the battery in the wall of the passagee. It is the remains of the stone support for the rail of one of the battery's cannons.
	Block in wall
	

	
	· 
	20th Century
	

	
	· Back to Nr.7 and th land for sale or letting

· 1883 map shows the state of the site at the end of 19th Century
	Map 1883
	

	
	· 1909 site was sold to the township
· Already in 1897 it had been let to them. Town Hall (1891) was only round the corner.
	UDC hall
	

	
	· This is the description of the site by the British authorities.
· The site is a most desirable building plot in what
is at present a fashionable resort 
	
	

	
	· This cartoon from 1909 illustrates two things:

· 100 years after the towers were built, it was Germany the authorities feared and not France

· France and England wre allies (in the same camp)

· Techological advances had rendered the towers obsolete
	Nappy & Nelson
	

	
	· The time had finally come for the army to definitively rid themselves of the towers.

· They were all sold either to local authorities or to individuals

· Examples of those which remain in Killiney are:

· Nrs. 2 & 6 to private individuals

· Nr.8 to the railway company (initially for a station and then as station master's house), today a private dwelling.

· Nrs. 7 & 9 to local authorities (Killiney & Dalkey). 

· Nr. 7 now privately restored. Nr.9 to be renovated by DLRcoco
	Martello for sale
	

	
	· 1979 – photo

· Rates Office 1909 +

· Legion of Mary Hall 1939 – social centre in my time (dances, marriages)

· Modifications 1954
· new door at ground level – original door at 1st floor closed

· Malik, stored 1,000 lbs gelignite + detonators. Malik worked for the local authority (DLB) installing sewerage systems. Towers at Sandycove (11) and Bartra (10) rejected as too near houses.

· Malik had to get agreement from Legion and tenant of gunner's cottage, but not, it seems of neighbours.
	Rates off + hall 1979

Malik letter
	

	
	· Lamplighter

· Joseph Murphy, Lamplighter, Martello Tower Seven

· Gunner's cottage ( -1934-1960?) died 1960

· Mrs (Janie?)Morris, daughter – whom I knew
	Lamplighter

Niall's photo
	

	
	· 1969 local authority refused to sell or long-term let the site and was examining the possibility of using it for cultural or tourist ends.
	Borough ltr 1969
	

	
	· Dissatisfaction of neighbours over rubbish, robberies and infestation gave rise to complaints “at national level” in 1985
· Seán Barrett, Government Chief Whip and also TD for the constituency, supported the neighbours in a letter to the local authority.
	Barrett ltr
	

	
	· Inspection by the local authority showed that the level of the ground had risen by 5 feet or more.

· 
	Dump map detail
	

	
	· 
	T: for sale
	

	
	· 1987: sold to Leonard of Padua (next door – for building a house and not let site deteriorate further)

· 1996: sold to Niall (on same basis)
	
	

	
	·  Site in 1971
· All the buildings still there
	Aerial site 1971
	

	
	· Site in 1992
· Site was disgusting/infested when Niall started into it.

· Destroyed: rates office, Legion Hall (fire in 1981), coach house, gunner's cottage, magazine, much of walls (battery & perimeter)

· And 5+ feet of earth & rubbish to be got rid of.
	Aerial site 1992
	

	
	· There were no construction plans in existence and very little vidence

· Niall therefor got Paul Kerrigan, the national expert on Martellos, to determine what had to be done.

· Kerrigan drew up reports including plans
	Kerrigan Drawing
	

	
	· The outer structure of the tower remained, but in an awful state. Inside had been burnt out. And only (most of) the walls of the guardhouse remained
	Tower
	

	
	· 
	Artillery store 1
	

	
	· The battery wall was hardly there at all
	Battery wall
	

	
	· The coach house was destroyed bar the walls
	Coach house
	

	
	· The glacis had to be cleared by hand with bucke and spade

· This was now a heritage site and everything had to be sorted by hand.

· Rubbish from the local authorities since 1897 (and possibly earlier from Courtney & Bower) had to be got rid of.
	Glacis
	

	
	· The roof needed repairing
	Roof
	

	
	· The whole tower needed repointing

· A new entrance to the site had to be constructed as the old one was now a traffic hazard.
	Pointing
	

	
	· Work stopped by snow

· NB: coach house and gunner's cottage in background reconstructed.
	Snow
	

	
	· Although Niall was owner and project manager of this enormous project, that didn't stop him pitching in himself.
	Niallbarrow
	

	
	· The Restoration
· Innovative and cutting edge

· An enormous task
· Some stats
· 250 people involved, one way or another

· 230 truckloads of rubbish

· 20 tons & €1,600 each

· 4,600 tons @ almost €400K just to remove the rubbish

· Total cost to date €2m
	T: restoration
	

	
	· 
	T:Cannon
	

	
	· The casting, testing, importation and installation of the Canon (and its base) is a separate story.

· [You can see a short video on Youtube, linked on my background web page.
	
	

	
	· There was no mold for such a cannon in existence [Bloomfield 18 pounder] so one had to be made from scratch.
	Pattern 1
	

	
	· Some photos from the video:
	
	

	
	· Cast in  Ashford, in  Kent, UK

· 2½ tons of liquid metal at1,3300C
	Casting
	

	
	· Tested by the Birmingham Gun Barrel Proof House at Fort Nelson in Portsmouth, England

· It could have blown up

· After the primary test, Niall gets the first shot.
	Firing
	

	
	· The cannon's carriage is raised to the top of the tower
	Carriage lift
	

	
	· The cannon is carefully guided into place..
	Barrel in place
	

	
	· And now the results of all this work.
	T: Tower Today
	

	
	· The tower today, restored and magnificent. A model of what can be done, and what needs to be done with our heritage.
	Tower restored
	

	
	· Note the detail down to the dry moat  
	Dry Moat
	

	
	· The original entrance on the first floor is unblocked and restored. The ground floor entrance is walled up.
	Door
	

	
	· The officer's study
	Desk
	

	
	· Changing room. Artillery man's uniform.
	Uniform
	

	
	· Spiral staircase is very narrow. At most for soldiers only.
	Spiral Stairs
	

	
	· Block & tackle for lifting equipment & materiel to the crown of the tower.

· Including the cannon
	Tackle
	

	
	· Musket loop for firing on the enemy & protecting the battery
	Loop
	

	
	· Openings in the tower wall to

· let in light

· repel atttackers and protect the battery
	Cannon pos bat
	

	
	· One of the boundary markers
	Marker 5
	

	
	· Glacis restored – recall earlier photo with digger
	Glacis, wall & marker
	

	
	· Crowning glory

· Cannon installed on the crown

· Awaiting the French
	Cannon roof
	

	
	· However, instead of coming here the French came to Seapoint (Nr.14) for the inauguration of that cannon and the launch of a book on the Martello Towers of Dublin.

· But the current ambassador has a permanent invitation to visit Nr.7
	Mme d'Achon
	

	
	· An unexpcted visit to Killiney by one of Napoleon's great advrsaries.

· The IRA blew up Admiral Nelson in 1966 (8 March)
	Nelson No. 10
	

	
	· His head, borrowed by some students from the National Collge of Art & Design, visited Killiney beach some weeks later.

· The head is in the sack.
	Sack on beach
	

	
	· An ad in the Evening Press, 2 April 1966
· Bolger's: the  Benetton of them days
	Bolger's
	

	
	· Magnificent model of site by Terry Murray, Niall's son in law.

· La magnifique maquette de Terry Murray, le beau-fils de Niall 

· This allowed lots of different viewpoints of the Tower, only available otherwise via helicopter or drone.
	Model 1
	

	
	· Current (2014) state of the site, thanks to Rory Stones's drone. The house reflects the lines of the tower. Michael Scott did a similar thing with his own house beside Nr.11 tower in Sandycove (Joyce Museum).
	Drone view 2014
	

	
	· 
	T: Documentation
	

	
	· Just imagine the amount of paperwork which needs to be filled out and the extent of the bureaucracy involved in this huge projet.

· What follows is only a part of the veritable mountain of paper involved purely in the importation, retention and firing of the cannon.
	
	

	
	· There was constrnation in the Justice Ministry when it dawnd that the application for permission to import a fire arm involved an actual working 18 pounder Georgian cannon.
	Import
	

	
	· Prove that you are not going to anihilate the whole region.
	Map
	

	
	· Permission to keep a cannon
	Licence keep
	

	
	· Permission from the local authority to make noise
	Permit noise
	

	
	· Permission to have explosive powder.
	Permit powder
	

	
	· General conditions laid down by the police
	Garda conditions
	

	
	· Permission to hold and fire muskets on site, including serial numbers.
	Garda muskets
	

	
	· The Sargent at Arms to ensure that all the conditions are faithfully observed.
	Sergeant @ arms
	

	
	· 
	T: inauguration
	

	
	· The Tower was inauguratd on 12 July 2008 with the first firing of the installd cannon. But there still remains a lot more work to be done. 
	
	

	
	· 
	Film firing
	

	
	· 
	DMYC Crest
	


Additional material?
The Well

	Section
	Timing (mins)

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Start  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	La Chaussée
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Report & maps
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Google map LaChaussée
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Google map Towers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In range
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tour of Towers 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fisher
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interval
	
	
	
	
	
	

	No 7 Location
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Remnants
	
	
	
	
	
	

	UDC onwards
	
	
	
	
	
	

	For Sale & Restoration
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cannon
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tower Today
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Documentation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Inauguration
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	


Q&A

Size of garrisons

When disarmed

Armaments (No.7 one 18pd on roof + 3 24 pdrs in battery)

How know it's the right LaChaussée?

Jersey Towers: not martellos strictly speaking before 1804; “round towers” - taller, more holes in walls, often no gun on roof.

Night firing

Figaro

Casting cannon

Well

Thank yous: 
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